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sand, I am told, have done so, in California alone.
Many of these non-pluralist Saints exist in Missouri
and in Illinois. Even among those who fondly cling
to their Church at Salt Lake City, it is apparent to
me that nineteen in twenty have no interest, and
not much faith, in polygamy. The belief that their
founder Joseph never lived in this objectionable
state is widely spread.

Prophets, bishops, elders, all the great leaders
of the faith, assert that for months before his
death at Carthage, the founder of Mormonism
had indulged himself, though in secret, with a
household of many wives. Of course they do not
call his sealing to himself these women an in-
dulgence ; they say he took to himself such
females only as were given to him of God. But
they claim him as a pluralist. Now, if this
assertion could be proved, the trouble would be
ended, since anything that Joseph practised would
be held a virtue, a necessity, by his flock. On
the other side, a pluralist clergy is bound to
maintain the truth of this hypothesis. For if
Joseph were not a polygainist, he could hardly,
they would reason, have been a faithful Mormon
and a saint of God; since it is the present belief
of their body that a man with only one wife